
An Extract of the Meeting at Ministry of Education 

 

On 2 April 2014 Rainy and I were selected to give a 

presentation at a ministerial conference at the 

Ministry of Education headed by H.E. Jaturone 

Chaisaeng, the Acting Minister.  The objective of 

that conference was to assess the readiness of the 

Thai education system in light of the ASEAN 

Economic Community due to commence next year.  

At this time, Thailand’s level of preparedness is yet 

to be on par with some other Members of AEC; a 

fact which puts us at a considerable disadvantage.  

For Thai children to share with our counterpart in 

fellow AEC members, we need to step up to the 

next level of thinking and critical analysis of our 

school-derived knowledge.  I truly believe them to be of extreme importance for Thailand to 

progress equitably with other ASEAN countries. This session paid a particular attention to this 

fact and was attended by numerous high-level officials from the Ministry of Education and 

executives from various institutions.   

Prior to this Conference, Khun Khanitha 

has attended meetings with Ministry of 

Education officers and shared with them 

the HIS experience concerning the 

education, laying out the foundation for 

critical thinking, maturity, and 

intellectual development of Harrovians.  

Here at Harrow, we have been able to 

produce quality students in terms of 

academic excellence, ethical accountability, and pioneering innovation, gaining a high level of 

recognition both in Thailand and abroad.  The Ministry of Education is highly appreciative of 

this fact and, therefore, extended an invitation for Khun Khanitha, Rainy and myself to speak at 

this Conference.  It was a great honor as we were the only students invited to speak there. 

Rainy gave an excellent presentation on the methodology for successful learning while 

balancing that with high quality activism.  In my part, I gave a speech and a power-point 

presentation relating the fact that my success today has been honed by the years of Harrovian 

experience.  Throughout the years, HIS had given me opportunities and support in everything 



that I do.  Harrow’s teachers had transformed me from someone obsessed with academic 

learning alone into who I am today.  It was Mr. Montgomery’s words five years ago, saying 

“academic excellence alone is not enough; one must be well-rounded, aware of those in need 

amongst us, and be ready to lend a helping hand” that made me who I am today. 

The main topics I presented were as follows: 

- The Lionheart Society 

- My research/published book: The Poor Land of Plenty: Edible Insects and Other Natural 

Sources of Nutrients   

- My most recently completed research: A Quantitative Analysis of Chitin-Chitosan Content in 

Various Crustaceans and Mollusks Commonly Found and Consumed in Thailand (available on-

line at www.chitosanprima.com).  It is the first such study in Thailand.   

- Academic: 12 A*s in IGCSE (highest in Thailand this year) and top in Thailand in economics.  – 

Sport: member of the school basketball team which recently won BISAC gold medal. 

 All of these would not have been possible without the generous support of Harrows teachers 

who had instilled in me the “thinking outside the box” mentality, being observant and 

thoughtful of things around me, helping me to apply the knowledge gained in classrooms in real 

life, bringing me and society at large some benefits.  This is the true heart of a complete 

education. 

Thank you, 

Pat Yontrarak (S12)   
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