
Helping Children in the “3 Provinces” in Southern Thailand 

(February 2013) 

     At present, there is a widespread 

concern for the ongoing unrest and 

insurgency in the southern region of 

Thailand including the 3 provinces of Yala, 

Pattani and Narathiwat.  Daily shootings 

and bomb attacks by radicals and 

militants have already claimed thousands 

of lives, mostly civilians, destroyed livelihoods and sadly, there is no end in 

sight. Due to these dreadful incidents, many children are orphaned and 

displaced. Many end up in shelters or orphanages living in poor conditions as 

most of these institutions are poorly managed and have inadequate funds to 

support their growing number.   

     Having learned of this, the Lionheart Society decided to work together with 

the members of The Association of Navy Wives who are currently providing 

assistance to these orphans. We have solicited much needed learning 

materials, books, toys, clothes and other necessary items and forwarded them 

to their committee who in turn had personally handed them over to the 

children. We have posted our request on our Lionheart Facebook Fanpage and 

gladly received good response from generous parents, friends and other 

individuals who sent their donations with eagerness and enthusiasm.  

     The members of the Association of Navy wives brought these items directly 

to the various orphanages and shelters in the south including: 

 Balawa Orphanage 

 Baan Yakang 2 

 Baan Yakang 3 

 Baan Ple  

  



     Unfortunately, rampant attacks on 

teachers and schools creating a campaign of 

terror have heightened fear among the 

population. Teachers are often targeted and 

victimized so it is almost impossible to 

proceed with normal school life. Children 

are deprived of outdoor activities and are 

prohibited from playing outside their classrooms. They constantly live in fear 

and anxiety due to widespread shootings and bombings, spending most of the 

day indoors and only through books, reading materials as well as toys to fill 

their long day at school. So these items were very much appreciated by the 

children and were very happy and excited to receive them. 

      Moreover, these areas are highly dangerous and have recurring violence 

causing copious attacks and fatalities making it very difficult for both private 

and public charity organizations to offer assistance or provide any kind of 

support. Generally, the safest way for donations to be transported is by army 

helicopter which the donations are then passed on to military trucks, heavily 

protected by border security personnel.  

      The Lionheart Society is very proud to have had a small contribution to this 

relief effort and considers this as another great opportunity to demonstrate 

our earnest intention of our vision to be a part of a kind, caring and 

compassionate society.  

 

 

 

 


