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During the 7th to 10th of June some of our members (Pat, Praewa, Sarin) 
together with our teachers and other students had the opportunity to travel to 
Mae Sot with the intentions of visiting the 
Burmese Refugee Camp and other less 
fortunate schools along the Thai-Burmese 
border. It was an extremely drawn out 7-
hour-journey from Harrow to Mae Sot, but 
was definitely worth the time and the effort 
as we personally witnessed real poverty and 
hardship amongst these people.  

The conditions for all the schools 
we visited were very poorly and the 
learning quarters were confined and 
restricted. Around 150 students of 
various levels had to study in the same 
room with no dividers in between or 
partitions to separate year groups. We 
found it hard to believe that these 
children could actually concentrate on 

studying amongst all the noise and disturbances, especially when there’s a 
heavy downpour ramming the metal roof. School without electricity for us will 
be unimaginable, but as for these places, this is something they just have to 
accept and live with. Also, the scarcity of learning materials and sports 
equipment for the students was a common sight. Luckily, we brought with us 
these items that no doubt will be beneficial to the schools. When the issue 
regarding food came up, it was responded by the fact that some of the 
students could not afford to bring food to school for lunch.  



This was a terrible shock to everyone as it clearly showed how much 
deprivation these children are going through. We also played some games with 
the children which was quite a challenge due to 
the language barrier.  

The highlight of this trip was the Maela 
Refugee Camp. We were very fortunate to have 
gained permission to enter the camp since it is 
exceptionally difficult for outsiders to negotiate 
access as they have very strict rules regarding 
visitors. The camp accommodated more than 
60,000 people with different nationalities and 
was divided into three zones.  

As for tenements, building materials such as leaves and bamboo are provided 
to the locals once a year for them to mend or rebuild their houses. Once a year 

is obviously too long a time span as these houses 
won’t be sturdy enough to withstand changing 
weather conditions. However, in this camp education 
is much better compared to other refugee camps. 
Teachers are encouraged to qualify for international 
examinations such as the KET and PET to enhance 
their skills and be recognized thus giving them a 
chance to accept better opportunities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



This trip is one of those that will certainly remain in our minds for years 
to come. It was disheartening to have personally seen the hopelessness and 
loss of dignity among these victims of war who have absolutely no hope as to 
when they will be able to return to their home country or lead a better life. We 
are planning to go back and help some of these schools along the border in the 
near future in collaboration with Nanyang Girls’ High school.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


