New Water Storage and Filtering System for Baan
Nong Mai Tai School
(17 October 2014)

The Lionheart Society
members and Cubbies presented a
number of various donations to the
students of Baan Nong Mai Tai
School located at Ampher Si Kiew,
Nakhon Rachasima Province last
July 2014. This included learning
materials, sports equipments and
scholarship funds to deserving
students.
During that visit, we were able to survey the school and its surroundings as
well as interview the students and teachers enabling us to assess their needs
and plan our priorities accordingly. We all agreed that the issue that stands
out to be the most pressing requiring urgent attention was their water supply.
Due to the scarcity of water in their location, they have only been dependent
on a nearby temple ever since their school was built. A plastic pipe is
connected from the temple water source to the school’s 30-year old concrete
water storage which sadly has never been cleaned due to its height and depth.
As both the pipe and the tank are very old and dirty, the quality of water has
eroded tremendously over the years exposing the students and teachers to
health risks. Poorly maintained water storages and pipes are a commonplace
for moulds, spores, fungi and bacteria. The water from this tank is used for
washing hands, plates, cups and cutleries as well as for toilet needs. And
although a water purifier is connected to the tank, water is barely potable as
the equipment has never gone through any replacement or maintenance.
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In addition to this, the water supply is rationed throughout the day as the
main valve from the temple is opened and closed in irregular intervals. Due to
this problem, all the students and teachers are forced to bring their own water
bottles or containers every day.
We realized that this matter needed imperative action as it involved basic
hygiene, sanitation and the general health of these children who have been
suffering the consequences of poorly maintained and totally neglected water
supply. So in this regard, we acted on this immediately with the following
donations using the funds from our organic vegetable sales last year:
 2000-liter PVC Water Tanks (2x) 14,098 Baht (x2) = 28,196 Baht
 Water Drinking Machine
18,390 Baht (+ donation from parents)
 PVC Pipe
450 Baht
Total :

47,036 Baht

The teachers and parents of the students at Baan Nong Mai Tai School had
volunteered to do the construction of the concrete base that held the two new
water tanks as well as the connection of the new PVC pipes, thus reducing the
expense for the whole project. The newly installed water drinking machine is
also fitted with a wire enclosure to keep it safe from burglars.
With this latest and much needed donation, the entire school is now
enjoying their clean water supply. The Lionheart Society had the opportunity
to see the finished project in full function this month and is very happy to
know that this improvement has brought so much joy to the students, teachers
and parents. However, our support for this school does not end here, we will
be visiting them again and conduct our usual activities such as teaching and
playing with the students and continue our assistance with the rest of their
other needs.
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