Teaching Street and Slum Children
(29th July 2012)

Sunday the 29th of July 2012
was another successful activity
for the Lionheart Society.
Together with Kru Poo, we spent
the day as volunteer support
teachers for the homeless and
slum children of a poor
community behind Rattanakosin
Hotel, Rim Klong Lod, Sanam Luang .
Some of the children who joined this tutoring class were homeless or were
constantly adrift with their parents. Their families may be displaced - parents
usually taking menial jobs wherever available, bringing the children with them
thus preventing these children from the regularly attending of public school as
required by the government.
And for those who may be
residing in the slum
community around the area,
most of the children are
pushed by their parents to
work for money through
garbage scavenging, flower
garland vending, dishwashing or even begging. Sadly, these children grow up
with very limited education, if any at all.

There is a definite need to help these children ease their struggle with basic
learning skills. Through these volunteer tutoring sessions, we are able to help
them by teaching simple calculation, basic reading and telling time. Since these
children need a more
personal approach to
learning, a 1: 1 or 1: 2 child to
adult ratio is preferable,
providing them with more
attention and care. The few
lucky ones who are able to
attend regular school during
weekdays are assisted in
their homework and are tutored in Science, Maths and English. During these
meetings, we encourage the children not only to appreciate and value learning
but motivate them to focus on positive behavior and remind them to keep
away from drugs and other vices.
Moreover, the Lionheart
Society believes that education
does not only happen in the
classroom - it can be anywhere
and anytime. By working closely
with these children, reaching out
to them and helping them put
aside the difficulties and
hardships they face almost every
day of their lives, we may be able
to inspire them to see hope and optimism for a brighter future. Our sincere
intention to see these children develop, grow into better individuals and
hopefully make the right choices concerning their lives, based on realistic
possibilities, is what we want to give back to the society. It is our obligation
(and everyone who is capable of helping) to be an active participant, no matter
how small, in improving the chances of these underprivileged children to
change the course of their destiny and be better role models to other children
in their community and eventually be productive members of the society.

On this occasion, we donated
3000 baht (to support education
in this community), various
reading texts for children and a
number of revision books (for
exams preparation) for both
primary and secondary level.
Kru Poo plans to set up a library
for poor community children in
Pitsanulok province on the 2nd of
August 2012.

Teach to Reach Project is an ongoing activity of the Lionheart Society for the
whole major term break.

Interview: Krong Kaew Makraam (Nong Min)
Age: 12 years Mor 1 / year 8
“I live in the community behind Rattanakosin, Rim Klong Lod. My father is a
balloon vendor. I am sponsored by Kru Poo and I learn with him every Sunday. I
enjoy learning here because they teach us English and if I have homework from
school, Kru Poo helps me. There are also fun games for us to play every time.”

Interview: Mos
Age: 10 years
“I have three siblings and live with my mother. My father and brother are in
jail due to drug related activities. I don’t have a chance to go to school but I
come to learn with Kru Poo every Sunday.”

Interview: Khun Lek (noodle vendor/lends area for Sunday classes)

“I sell noodles here at Rim Klong
Lod every day. But on Sundays, I
lend my place to Kru Poo and his
volunteers for the special tutoring
class. It’s been 15 years that I’ve
been assisting in these sessions as
well. The children who come here
are either homeless or from the
slum community behind
Rattanakosin Rim Klong Lod and their number varies each session. Some of the
construction workers who find temporary jobs around the area bring their
children to this place but once they find work somewhere else, they leave,
taking their children with them. Because of this constant movement, it is very
common that their children do not actually attend regular public school thus
depriving them of proper education. But luckily, for the children who are able
to show up for these Sunday sessions, many catch up with their studies and
have the ability to speak and understand English as a number of the volunteers
are master’s degree holders.”

