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     On the 28th-30th of March 2012, representatives from The Lionheart Society (Pat, Praewa, 
Peak and Oak) had the privilege to travel to Singapore. We accepted invitations from 3 
prominent schools namely; UWCSEA, Tanglin Trust and Nanyang Girls’ High School.   It was 
a great opportunity for us to learn about how other schools abroad go about their 
community services and how much involvement the teachers, students and parents share in 
these endeavors.  

     The first school we visited was UWCSEA where 
we met up with the Head of Global Concerns, Ms. 
Susan. She was very accommodating and shared 
with us a lot of information about their school’s 
ongoing projects and activities. We were quite 
surprised by the various ideas she related to us, 
amazed by the magnitude of their outreach 
programs and impressed at how active everyone is 
in these community services. Every student, teacher 
and most of the parents are actively involved in these projects as they are considered a 
major part of the school’s curriculum. Due to this large participation from almost everyone 
in the school, they are able to accomplish with great success any undertakings aimed at 
helping those who are in need. Listening to her stories brought out even more 
responsiveness in us in planning better projects for our own community services in the 
future.  

     Next was Tanglin Trust, another international 
school having a number of secondary students 
actively involved in various community services. We 
had the chance to meet a small group of 4 students, 
supervised by Mr. Luke Hensman , from our same 
year group (Year 
10) where we 
discussed what 
our present 

projects were and exchanged some ideas that we felt 
would be beneficial to both our groups. This forum was 
very interesting as it strengthened our belief that 
sharing ideas with others would definitely be helpful in 
finding better ways to make our existing projects more 
resounding and convincing to others.  



    The final journey was to Nanyang Girls’ High School 
where the main event of this trip took place. We made 
a full presentation to over 400 Year 10 students of 
Singapore’s top government school. As we talked 
about Lionheart Society’s projects and activities, a 
slide show was presented featuring photos of actual 
people, places and events that we are currently 
involved with.   

    It was humbling to see how attentive the students were as they intently listened to our 
speech and we were quite overwhelmed by the warm applause given to us after the 

presentation. They were very interested in our 
schemes and committed themselves to be involved in 
a project with us over the next 18 months. As this was 
something they’ve never done before, they were quite 
nervous but at the same time enthusiastic about the 
whole undertaking. We gave them the assurance that 
this will be a worthwhile venture for all of us and most 
especially for the underprivileged people we will be 
helping.  

    On the whole, this trip was truly a great success. It 
was a chance to share our ideals with students of our 
age about what inspires us to do these projects and 
learn from them their own way of expressing their 
concerns to those who are in need.  

     Singapore is a highly developed country with a very 
low poverty rate and is well-known for its high 
standard education system. The three schools we 
visited spoke for themselves; good infrastructure, full-
blown IT system, not to mention the high student 
population common in all schools in Singapore which is a clear indication of the country's 
well educated society. 

     Sadly in Thailand, education is a luxury. Not every child has the privilege to receive proper 
education. We consider ourselves us one of the fortunate few, having good education and 
at the same time living a comfortable and decent life. This is an important point to ponder. 
Poverty is all around us yet some still remain to be ignorant about this. The opportunity to 
help is in every corner, every street, literally everywhere yet there are still those who 
pretend it doesn't exist or just simply doesn't care.  



     It’s disconcerting to compare that in Singapore, most schools if not all, have compulsory 
community service activities for their students while in Thailand, very few schools 
acknowledge this need. Whether these projects are teacher lead, curriculum based or 
student initiated, it is important to remember that reaching out to those who are in need 
must be a part of every individual’s responsibility to the society. We must do more.   

    This trip taught us a lot more about conviction and determination. It gave us a very good 
picture of what Lionheart Society should aspire to do in the future to achieve more 
rewarding and successful projects and activities.  

 

 


